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Woodstock TIF District discussion 

 
Board of Education members heard from representatives of the City of Woodstock, including Mayor Brian 
Sager at their Sept. 11 meeting, about the City’s plans for a Tax Increment Financing District that 
stretches along Route 47 from Route 14 to about McHenry Avenue. 
 
The TIF district would freeze property taxes at current levels for 23 years while funds raised inside the TIF 
are earmarked for infrastructure improvements such as roads, sewers, lighting and other features. City 
officials say the TIF will incentivize development in Woodstock. 
 
While District administrators and Board members have concerns about TIF districts in general because 
schools are heavily reliant on property taxes, they have particular concerns about Woodstock’s proposal, 
which does include residential development. 
 
If those developments, which are primarily higher density condominiums, bring students into the school 
district, the improved property will not bring more revenue to the district’s tax rolls. While District 200 has 
space for more students, teaching staff is based on student population and hiring more teachers would be 
an additional cost to taxpayers. 
 
“If you have concerns about residential impact, we should talk about that now,” Sager told Board of 
Education members. 
 
Sager said the residential projects the City is considering are aimed at millennials and empty nesters and 
that the City does not expect the residential units proposed for the TIF District would bring many more 
students. 
 
“We want to be mindful of all the impact, but that’s the intent. That’s our hope,” he said. 
 
Superintendent Mike Moan said he believes that City officials have good intentions for the TIF District, but 
said no one can accurately predict the future of the development and how many students it might generate 
over decades. 
 
“That’s the variable we can’t control,” Moan said. “As an administrative team, that’s our biggest concern.” 
 
Moan also explained that the property tax burden will be spread to people residing outside the TIF District, 
and increases in costs for District 200 could affect the tax rate, which the District has been working hard to 
reduce for three consecutive years. 
 
The District, and other taxing bodies affected by the TIF, will be asked to take a position on the proposal. 
But those position are only advisory, and the creation of the TIF District is solely the discretion of the 
Woodstock City Council. The Council is expected to vote on the matter in January. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlights of action taken by the District 200 Board of Education September 2018 



 
 
Electric supplier locked in at lower rate 
 
Since May of 2008, District 200 has been purchasing electricity from MidAmerican Energy at a significantly 
reduced rate when compared with the rate offered by ComEd. 
 
Risa Hanson, District 200 chief financial officer, said the District has been saving about $280,000 per year 
by using the alternative electricity source. Following a discussion with an energy consultant, Hanson 
recommended that the District lock in electricity rates through 2022 because of estimates for higher rates 
in coming years. 
 
Based on her recommendation, the Board voted to give Hanson the authority to lock in rates at 
$.0295/kilowatt hour or less for the period covering December 2020 through December 2022. 
 
 
 
Special Olympics athletes and coaches honored 
 

 
 
Special Olympics celebrated its 50th Anniversary this year, while District 200’s Special Olympics Team 
celebrated its 10th. The Board of Education recognized our outstanding athletes at coaches at its Sept. 25 
meeting to celebrate their accomplishments. 
 
Sixteen District 200 athletes and seven coaches were among the 4,200 at the Summer Games June 13-
15 at Illinois State University. Our athletes earned 31 medals during the competition.  
 
The Board also extended its thanks and congratulations to coaches Jennifer Moskowitz, Stephanie 
Tate, Jackie Baker, Mike Vorderer, Cory Knopik, Aimee Marquardt and Jeannine Vetter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Congratulations to all of the Special Olympics athletes who participated throughout the year and to the 
following medal winners at the 2018 Summer Games: 
 

 Josh Carpenter — Powerlifting: Bench - Gold, Squat - Gold, Deadlift - Gold, Combination, Silver 
 Alex Colin — Track & Field: Mini-Javelin - Silver  
 Olivia Covell — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Ball - Gold, Rope - Gold, Ribbon - Gold, Hoop - Silver, All 

Around - Gold 
 Grace Durante — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Ball - Silver, Rope - Silver, Ribbon - Silver, Hoop - 

Bronze, All Around - Gold 
 Shawna Harvey — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Ball - Silver, Rope - Silver, Ribbon - Silver, Hoop - 4th 

place, All Around - Bronze 
 Delaney King — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Rope - Gold, Ribbon - Gold, Hoop - Silver, Clubs - Silver, 

All Around - Gold 
 Madison Kniola — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Rope - Gold, Ribbon - Gold, Hoop - Silver, Clubs - 

Silver, All Around - Gold 
 Mila Moroz — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Ball - Bronze, Rope - Silver 
 Maggie Oefelein — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Rope - Silver, Ribbon - 5th Place, Hoop - 4th Place, 

Clubs - 4th Place, All Around - 5th Place 
 Julia Ramsland — Track & Field: 100M Walk - Gold, Softball Throw - Bronze 
 Carlie Reuter — Powerlifting: Bench - Gold, Squat - Gold, Deadlift - Gold, Combination - Gold 
 Seth Rowe — Track & Field: Mini Javelin - Bronze, 300M Run - Bronze 
 Rachel Schilder — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Rope - Gold, Ribbon - Bronze, Hoop - Gold, Clubs - 

Silver, All Around - 4th Place 
 Anthony Silvestri — Track & Field: 50M Run - Gold 
 Francesca Visconti — Rhythmic Gymnastics: Rope - Gold, Ribbon - Silver, Hoop - Gold, Clubs - 

Silver, All Around – Silver 
 Abby Zange — Rope - Silver, Ribbon - Silver, Hoop - Bronze, Clubs - Gold, All Around - Gold 

 
 
 
Budget adopted for FY 2019 
 
The Board of Education adopted its budget for the 2018-2019 school year (fiscal year 2019) totaling $95.8 
million in expenditures on Sept. 25. 
 
Risa Hanson, District 200 chief financial officer, reported that District 200 ended the 2018 fiscal year with 
positive fund balances in all of the operating funds. The operating funds include the educational, 
operations and maintenance, transportation, social security, and working cash funds.  
 
Local revenue sources including property taxes, interest earnings, and fees account for over 68%, or $65 
million, of District 200's budget. State sources will bring in another $25.4 million. An additional $5.1 million 
will come from federal sources.  In total, the revenue budget increased 2% compared to budgeted 
revenues from last year. Property Tax revenues decreased 1.7%, or $1 million due to Board action to 
reduce the levy.  This is the third consecutive year that the district has lowered or kept the levy flat 
resulting in less property tax revenue. 
 
Under the State of Illinois’ new funding formula, State revenues are budgeted to increase 8%. The new 
funding formula takes into account district 200’s unique student population and provides additional 
revenue for students based on regular education, special education, poverty, and English language 
learners. The greater the student need, the more funding a district receives.  Also included in State 
revenues are Special Education and Transportation reimbursements, which are based on claims 
submitted to the State for costs from the prior school year and are projected to increase by over $800,000. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Employees' salaries and benefits account for over 76 percent of the expenditures with the balance, 
approximately 24%, going toward purchased services, supplies, utilities, tuition, equipment, and debt 
service that directly support the educational programs provided by District 200.  
 
Approximately $5.5 million in grant expenditures are included in the 2018-2019 budget which will be used 
to enhance District 200’s instructional program beyond the resources available through typical revenue 
sources. 
 
Capital Outlay expenditures increased $854,000 to account for ongoing Health & Life Safety projects 
performed during summer 2018, the purchase of used buses, and the construction of security upgrades at 
all schools. 
 
A complete copy of the District 200 budget can be found here. 
 
 
 
Continued Discussion on City TIF District Proposal 
 
Superintendent Mike Moan said school administrators are still in communication with Woodstock City 
officials regarding a proposed Tax Increment Financing District, but Board Members continue to express 
their concerns. 
 
“The City is moving forward with residential projects,” Board President Carl Gilmore said. “They’re forging 
ahead with or without or support.” 
 
Board members John Parisi said he is particularly concerned about the proposal to freeze taxable property 
value within the 500-plus acre TIF District proposal as the Board tries to manage debt from the 
construction of Woodstock North High School, Creekside Middle School and Prairiewood Elementary 
School. 
 
Moan said administration officials have made their concerns about potential students generated by the 
residential development proposed in the TIF while the District would not receive new tax revenue related 
to the growth. While District 200 has space for more students, it would have to hire more teachers to 
accommodate new students. 
 
“Our door’s open. We’re willing to talk, but not hearing anything,” Gilmore said. 
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